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LECTURE. 

^ Your attention is invited to some remarks on popular 

superstitions. I shall explain their nature ; investigate 
their origin ; describe their pernicious effects ; and pro* 
\ pose measures for their banishment. 

I. What is meant by popular superstitions ? \ 

I mean all pretended signs of good and evil fortune; a,^ 
all pretended influence of the moon and planets ; all pre- 
tended tricks for obtaining a knowledge of fuxure events ; 
all pretended lucky and unlucky days ; all pretended 
^ supernatural dreams and visions ; all pretended witches 

and ghosts and apparitions ; and all pretended modern 
miracles. AH these I class together. As they have been 
received for truths by the great mass of ihe people, I call 
them popular. And as they cannot be proved realities 
" by rational and scriptural evidence, I pronounce them su- 
perstitions. Whether my definition be strictly philoso- 
phical or not, is of no consequence. You will all under- 
stand distinctly what I mean by popular superstitions. -^ 
, IT. What is the origin of popular superstitions 7 ()' * !^ 
Ignorance of correct reasoning has given rise to many 
Buperstitions. Inductive reasoning teaches us to infer 
general conclusions from particular facts which have come 
under our observation. Let me illustrate this definition 



by an example. You know that water boils on the appli* 
cation of a certain degree of heat You hare seen this 
experiment tried many times without a single failure. 
You therefore conclude that water will always boil on the 
application of this degree of heat, although you have seen 
it applied to but a small portion of the water in creation. 
Thus you draw this general conclusion from the few par- 
ticular facts which you have witnessed. But bad you 
noticed several failures in the trial, your conclusion would 
have been doubtful. And if the experiment had failed 
ninetynine times out of a hundred, you would have adopted 
an opposite conclusion. You would have said that the 
application of the specified degree of heat would not boil 
water. In this way logical reasoning leads to the disco- 
very of truth. 

Now apply this principle of sound reasoning to the whole 
mass of pretended signs. Let me select one to show you 
the absurdity of believing in any. It is commonly re- 
ported that the breakingof a looking-glass betokens death 
to some member of the family. This sign probably orig- 
inated in the following manner. A death happened to 
follow the breaking of a mirror. Some ignorant person 
immediately concluded that the breaking of the glass was 
a sure sign of death. The story soon spread among credu- 
lous people ; and at length was handed down from gene- 
ration to generation as an established truth. But you 
readily perceive the absurdity of forming this general 
conclusion from one or a few particular facts. For you 
know that death does not follow the supposed sign oflener 
than once in a hundred times ; and therefore the break- 
ing of the glass is almost a sure sign that no death will 
immediately take place in the family. But as mirrors are 



always breaking, and people are always dying, ft kh not 
strange the latter event should sometimes foliow the for- 
mer. It would be a miracle if it did not. Bat the events^ 
have no connexion whatever with each oiber. The co- 
incidence in any case is altogether accidental. And yoa 
may say with as much reason that the breaking of a teai* 
kettle is the sign of death, or any other event, as- the 
breaking of a mirror. But the truth is, there is no sigiy 
in the case. It first originated in ignorance of correct 
reasoning ; and has been perpetuated by the credulous.^ 
Apply this principle of correct reasoning to every sign 
in existence ; and you. will find them to be superstitions. 
You will find that they rest on no rational evidence ; and 
consequently are entitled to no belief or confidence. If 
they indicate anything, it is something directly opposite 
to what is generally supposed. For they do not come to 
pass more than once in a hundred times ; and therefore 
warrant a different conclusion. Not only so. If you be- 
lieve in the present pretended signs, you may make a 
million more equally good. A man quarrels after drink- 
ing a glass of wine ; you may therefore say that taking a 
glass of wine is the sign of a quarrel. A man draws a 
prize in a lottery ; you may therefore say that the purchase 
of a ticket is the sign of a fortune. A man d^cs afler 
supper ; you may say therefore that taking supper is the 
sign of death. In this way you may multiply the number 
of signs to infinity. And they will be just as good, and 
prove true just as often, as any now in existence. But 
our Creator has endowed us with understanding. He 
has given us reason to regulate our belief by satisfactory 
evidence. And if we do this, we cannot believe in any 
of the pretended signs. We must conclude they have 
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all originated in ignorance of correct reasoning; and are 
kept in remembrance by those who will not use their in- 
tellectual powers as their Maker designed. 
,/ 2. Ignorance of inductive philosophy has given rise 
to many superstitions. Inductive philosophy instructs us 
to trace effects to their true causes. Let me illustrate 
my meaning by an example. You know that lights t^ave 
been frequently seen dancing over marshy grounds, near 
tan-ya*ds, and burying-places, and along the sea shore. 
For a long time, credulous people considered them to be 
the spirits of the uneasy dead. This was a superstitious 
belief, because it rested on no rational evidence. Philo* 
sophy teaches us that these lights are occasioned by an 
inflammable gas, whioh arises from decayed animal and 
vegetable substances, and takes fire on coming in contact 
with atmospheric air. In this way inductive philosophy 
directs us to trace all effects to their true causes. 

Now appty this philosophic principle to those supersti- 
tions which are founded on false causes. Let me select 
an example to show the absurdity of believing in any of 
theT^number. People have supposed that pork, killed in 
the increase of the moon, would swell in boiling ; while 
that killed in her wane, would shrink. This opinion 
probably originated in the following manner. Some per- 
son killed, at different periods of the moon, two hogs 
which had been born and fattened together. That killed 
in her increase swelled in boiling ; while the other, killed 
in her wane, shrunk. He saw no way of accounting for 
the facts, but on the supposition of lunar influence. This 
conclusion was accordingly adopted, and at length became 
an established truth. Now there was no philosophy in 
forming this opinion from a few such facts. More ex- 



pertifietits should have heen tried. And their results 
would soon have convinced him that the cause of the 
sweihng and shrinking existed in the constitution of the 
animals. He would have discovered that pork of fine and 
solid texture would commonly swell, whenever killed ; 
while that of loose and coarse grain would as generally 
shrink. And his conclusion wouid have been, that the 
moon had no more 4o do with his hogs than the Bope of 
Rome. 

Let this philosophic principle be applied to this whole 
class of superstitions, and you will arrive at similar results. 
It certainly boasts of many varieties. There is the pre- 
tended influence of the moon on making soap, grafting 
trees, cutting timber, and mental derangement. Now 
the moon probably exerts no more influence on any of 
these things than the ghost of Bonaparte. Then there is 
the supposed special interposition of Providence. A ca- 
lamity befalls one religious denominati(m. Opposing sects 
pronounce it a special judgment of Heaven. The same 
thing afterwards happens to themselves ; and they, as 
readily as inconsistently, interpret it to be a special token 
of divine love. For, say they, every child whom God 
loveth he chaslencth. A religious society engages in 
some doubtful undertaking. Their persi'verance secures 
success ; aiul this is represented as proof of the divine 
s|)probation. The cheating miser might as justly assign 
the same reason for his prosperity. There is likewise the 
miraculous agency of the devil, as< exhibited in fortune 
telling, haunted houses, witches, and apparitions. And 
with all these things the devil has no more connexion 
than the sea serpent. To this numerous list you might 
add thousands more. Yon might call the flames of a 
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Tolcano proof positive of a material hell. You might at- 
tribute this mild winter to the choice of a soathern presi- 
dent But we have capacities for obtaining the truth. 
Let us not slight these precious gifts of our heavenly 
Father. 
V 3. Ignorance of the causes of our dreams has given 
rise to many superstitions. Old divines inform ua that 
some of our dreams proceed from ourselves ; others from 
the Deity ; and others again from the devil. They pro- 
bably came to this conclusion in the following manner. 
They knew, from their own experience, that some dreams 
proceeded from themselves; and this was assigned as the 
first cause. They learnt from revelation that God had 
made communications by dreams to some of his favored 
children ; and they inferred that he might do the same to 
oth. is ; and this was regarded as the second cause. But 
as bad dreams could not proceed from a good being, they 
were under the necessity of attributing such to a different 
origin. And being firm believers in the heathen notion 
that God divides the government of the world with an 
omnipresent, malignant being, they concluded to give the 
devil his due ; and accordingly fathered upon him all those 
which could not be attributed either to themselves or their 
Maker. Their opinion has been extensively embraced, 
and has occasioned much nnhappiness. But it does not 
rest on rational and scriptural evidence, and must there- 
fore be regarded as an ancient superstition. 

Have you satisfactory evidence that God is the author of 
any of your dreams 1 I readily grant that he can suggest 
to your minds any trains of thought whatever ; for he is 
the omnipotent Ruler of all things material and spiritual. 
I admit that he has spoken to some of his dependent 
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cbildrcn by dreams; for the scriptureETgiveme this infof'* 
mation. But you wilJ recollect that such dreams were 
direct revelations for the accomplishment of some divine 
purpose. Tou will also remember that the volunte of 
revelation was Ion or since closed : and that all which is 
essential to the present and eternal happiness of mankind 
is plainly revealed. There is therefore no necessity for 
any further communications from heaven ; and the gospel 
does not authorise us to expect any. But if God has ap-* 
peared to any one in a dream, it is a direct revelation ; 
and as no revelation is of private interpretation, he is bound 
to publish it for general benefit. In such a case, he must 
give us satisfactory evidence that this communication is 
of divine ori<Tin. And this he cannot do, for on this sub* 
ject, the bare word of no man can be received in evidence, 
since those who have made such pretensions have even* 
tually discovered their mistake. There is no criterion 
by which to determine this question. And suppose some 
remarkable dreams have occasionally occurred ; suppose 
they have sometimes had the appearance of being fulfilled ; 
what does b11 this prove ? Nothing at all. For all this 
can be satisfactorily explained on the doctrine of the cal- 
culation of chances, and the principles of mental philoso- 
phy, without resorting for an explanation to the miraculous 
interposition of the Deity. And how great must be the 
vanity and presumption of that person who professes to 
believe that God has actually appeared to him, and really 
addressed him, and made him the organ of divine com^ 
municaiions I 

Have you satisfactory evidence that the devil is the 
author of any of your dreams ? I am no where informed 
that he possesses any such power of himself. I am no 
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where instructed that he was ever the author of a ainglB 
dream to the children of men. I am no where told thai 
God ever 'employs him in such business. So far as I 
understand the scriptures, I have every reason to believe 
that God regulates all the events of this world without his 
assistance or interference. If you say that he causes all 
those dreams that are not fulfilled ; then you admit that 
he has much more connexion with the human family than 
their own Father ; for not one in a million comes to pasa* 
If you say that he is the author of all disagreeable dreams; 
then how does it happen that tliese come alike to bad and 
good, and only when they are in some trouble of body^ 
mind, or estate 1 And how can you distinguish his dreams 
from those occasioned by other causes ? You have no 
means of making such a distinction. You may indeed 
guess that he is the author of a particular dream ; and 
your neighbor may guess he is not; and on this question 
the guesses of one person are as valuable as those of ano* 
ther. And does it seem reasonable that a Father of in- 
finite love would employ a malignant being to torment his 
frail children during the defenceless hours of sleep 1 Is 
such a belief consistent with the instructions of our Sa- 
viour? O no. You have no evidence that the devil is 
the author of any of our dreams. The idea is absurd. 
And it is unbecoming the followers of Jesus to harbor an 
opinion so superstitious in itself, so pernicious ia its con- 
sequences, and so derogatory to the character of our 
heavenly Father. 

We come then to the true doctrine, that our dream« 
originate from ourselves. Some are influenced by our 
bodily sensations. A person, with a bottle of hot water 
at his feet, dreams of ascending Mount i£tna ; and ho 
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fihcls the heat of th^ ground almost insapportable. Ano- 
ther kicks the bed clothes from his feet, and dreams of 
walking through isnow banks, even in the summer season. — 
Some drisams ^are influenced by the state of our stomach 
4ind bowels% The hungry prisoner dreams of well fur- 
nished tabies, and the pleasures of eating. The glutton 
dreams of a surfeit, and its attendant unpleasant sensa- 
tions;— ^Some dreams are influenced by our dispositions. 
The -person of amiable temper and cheerful spirits is fre- 
t|uently refreshed with delightful scenes and visions of 
bKss ; while the person of morose, gloomy, irritable, and 
'fiselancholy habits, is generally harassed with those of a 
tlisagreeable and oppressive character. — Some dreams are 
influenced by the state of our health. Sickness is usually 
attended with those of an unpleasant nature ; while 
health secures those of an opposite description. — Some 
dreams are influenced by our waking thoughts. The 
mathematician solves difficult problems. The poet roves 
in elysian groves. The miser makes good bargains. The 
sensualist riots in the haunts of intemperance and de- 
bauchery. The criminal sees the dungeon or the gallows. 
The awakened sinner smells the flames of hell, or beholds 
the sceptre of pardon. The Christian anticipates heav- 
enly joys. Finally — The occasion of some dreams seems 
as yet inexplicable. We are however under no necessity 
of attributing them to the influence either of good or evil 
spirits. For since we can account for so large a portion 
of them, it is rational to believe that the causes of the 
few unaccountables will be hereafler satisfactorily ex- 
plained. We are safe therefore in believing that all our 
dreams are caused by some principle of our intellectual 
or animal nature^ 

2 
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But if this be the oase, how cm we acoount for tbd 
apparent fulfilment of some of our dveams ? In thre^ 
ways. In the first place, the cause of the dream is soiaae* 
times the cause of its fulfilment. A cleirgymau dreama 
of preaching a sermon on a particular subject. In a few 
weeks he delivers the discourse. His dream is there-^ 
fore fulfilled. But his walking thoughts caused the dream, 
for he had meditated on this very subject ; and they akto 
caused its fulfilment, for he proceeded to write and deliver 
the result of his meditations. Dreams of this class are 
sometimes fulfilled at the moment. A student presented 
himself at Amherst college for examination. On the slight 
previous to the appointed time, he arose in his sleep and 
proceeded to the President's study, who, being up, and 
perceiving the young man to be asleep, examined him in 
the various branches required for admission. He re- 
tnrned to his bed, and in the morning knew not that he 
had experienced any more than a natural dream. Sach 
instances are not uncommon. — In tfa,e second place, a 
belief in the supernatural origin of dreams sometimes 
leads to their fulfilment. A person dreams of approach- 
ing sickness. His fears and his imagination hasten* on 
the calamity. A general, on the eve of battle, dreamed of 
a defeat. His belief in dreams deprived him of courage, 
and sent a panic through his array. Of course, the en- 
emy conquered. You also recollect the story of the 
German student. He dreamed that he was to die at a cer- 
tain hour on the next day. His friends found him in the 
morning making his will and arranging his affairs. As 
the time drew near, he had every appearance of a person 
near his end. Every argument was used to shake his 
belief in the supernatural origin of his dream, but all to 



16 

no effect. At lailt, the phyflician contrired to place the 
hands of the clock beyond the Bpeoified hour, and by this 
means, sared his life. There are instances on record 
where death has actually ensued in consequence of such 
a belief. It has been produced by the wonderful power 
the mind possesses over the body. And there can be no 
doubt that believers in dreams frequently take the most 
direct measures to hasten on their fulfilment. — Finally. 
The apparent fulfilment of dreams is accidental. The 
dream happens, and the event dreamed of soon follows ; 
but the coincidence is altogether fortuitous, and is ex- 
plained on the principle of the caleulation of chances. 
A member of Congress informed me that he frequently 
dreamed of the death of some one of his children, while 
residing at Washington. The whole scene would appear 
before him, the sickness, the death, and the burial ; and 
this too several times the same night, and on successive 
nights. His anxiety for his family caused his dreams. 
Now it would have been nothing strange if a member of 
his family had died. But in this particular instance it 
was not the case. In this way, however, we are always 
dreaming of our absent relatives ,* and it would be a 
miracle if a death did not sometimes occur at the time of 
the dream. So on all other subjects. But when one 
event follows the other, the coincidence is accidental, 
and not supernatural. There are occasionally some amu* 
sing cases of this kind. The best I recollect is the fol- 
lowing. A person dreamed three times in one night 
that he must turn to the seventh verse of the fifth chap- 
ter of Ecclesiastes, and he would find important instruc- 
tion. He arose with the morning light, and opened his 
Bible to the specified passage, and read these words. 
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*'In the HOLTITUDB of DRBAMfih— THSRB ARE iMVERS 

VANITIES." This is indeed hnportant iaformatioa for. us 
all. And if we will take heed to it, and regard all our 
dreams as vanities, we shall he wise. Let us then pay 
no further regard to dreams, than to aim to have them 
refreshing and agreeable, by preserving a pure conscience, 
cheerful spirits, good health, and an empty stomach. 

4. Ignorance of the influence of the imagination on 
the nervous system has given rise to many superstitions. 
I will give you a statement of some facts to establish and 
illustrate this position. My first example shall be given in 
the words of another. *' Sometime previous to seventeen 
hundred and eighty four, a gentleman in the city of Paris, 
by the name of Mesmer, pretended to have discovered a 
universal remedy for all diseases ; and this remedy conr 
sisted in being magnetized mider peculiar forms and cir- 
cumstances. This animal magnetism, as he denominated 
it, he affirmed to be a fluid universally diffused, and filling 
all space, being the medium of a reciprocal influence be- 
tween the celestial bodies, the earth, and living beings ; — 
it insinuated itself into the substance of the nerves, upon 
which, therefore, it had a direct operation ; it was capable 
of being communicated from one body to other bodies, 
both animated and inanimate, and that at a considerable 
distance, without the assistance of any intermediate sub- 
stance ; — and it exhibited, in the human body some pro- 
perties analogous to those of the loadstone, especially the 
two poles. M. Mesmer became so celebrated for this 
discovery, and he performed such extraordinary cures, 
attested by the most respectable authorities, that, in seven- 
teen hundred and eightyfour, the French king appointed 
a committee, consisting of four physicians, and five mem- 
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bers of the Royal Academy of Sciences, to investigate 
this matter. Dr Franklin, then the American minister 
at Paris, was one of this committee. The committee, as 
soon as they had examined the whole apparatus employed 
in magnetizing, and taken cognizance of the mysterious 
manoeuYres of Mesmer and Deslon, the latter a pupil and 
colleague of the former, proceeded to notice the symptoms 
of the patients while under the influence of magnetism. 
These were very various in different individuals. Some 
of them were calm and tranquil, and felt nothing ; others 
were affected with coughing and spitting, with pains, 
heats, and perspirations ; and some were agitated and 
tortured with convulsicms. These convulsions were ex- 
traordinary in their number, severity, and duration. The 
commissioners saw them, in some instances, continue f6r 
three hours, when they were accompanied with expecto- 
ration of a viscid phlegm, which was ejected by violent 
efforts, and sometimes streaked with blood; one young 
man often brought up blood copiously. They had invoK 
untary motions of the limbs, of the whole body, and spasms 
of the throat ; — their eyes wandered in wild motions, they 
uttered piercing shrieks, wept, laughed, and hiccoughed. 
These symptoms were generally preceded or followed by 
languor, rambling, drowsiness, and even apparent insen- 
sibility. It was observed, however, that the least unex- 
pected noise startled them, and increased their agitations 
and convulsions, and the patients appeared to be under 
the entire control of the magnetizer. They sympathized 
in his voice and every gesture. These were the effects 
of magnetism on those patients, as witnessed by the com- 
missioners, and it was their office to investigate the true 
cause of these phenomena. — The commissioners observed 

2* 



18 

that the great majority of those thus actuated were ft- 
males ; that they were not generally affected in this man- 
ner until they had heen under the operation of magnetism 
one or two hours : and that when one' became affected, 
the rest were soon seen in the same situation. In order 
to give the magnetizer the fairest opportunity to exhibit 
the power of his magnetism, and at the same time to ob- 
tain the most satisfactory evidence to the public, the com- 
missioners all submitted to be operated upon themselves, 
and sat under the operation two hours and a half, but 
without any sensible effect upon them. The magnetizing 
instruments were then removed to Dr Franklin's house, 
away from public view, parade, and high expectation, and 
fourteen persons were magnetized, all invalids ; nine of 
these experienced nothing ; five appeared slightly affected, 
and the commissioners were surprised to learn that, iu 
every instance, the poor and ignorant alone were affected. 
Subsequently to this, eight men and two women were 
magnetized, but without the least effect. At length a 
female servant submitted to the same operation ; and she 
affirmed that she felt a heat in every part where the mag- 
netized finger pointed at her ; that she experienced a 
pain in her head, and during a continuance of the opera- 
tion she became faint and swooned. When she had fully 
recovered, they ordered her eyes bandaged, and the ope- 
rator was removed at a distance, when they made her 
believe she was still under the operation, and the effects 
were the same, although no one operated, either near her, 
or at a distance. She could teU the very place^ wherein 
she was magnetized ; she felt the same heat, particularly 
in the back and loins, and the same pain in her eyes and 
ears. At the end of one quarter of an hour, a sign waa 
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made for her to be ma^etissed, but she felt nothing. On 
the following day, a man' and a woman were magnetized 
in a similar manner, and the result was the same. It 
was found that to direct the imagination to those parts^ 
where the sensations were to be felt, was all that was ne- 
<oessary to produce these wonderful effects. But children 
who had not arrived at sufficient maturity of age to be 
excited by these imposing forms, experienced nothing 
from the operation. The gentlemen of the magnetizing 
power, Mesmer and Deslon, asserted that they could' 
magnetize a tree, and every person approaching the tree 
in a given time would be magnetized, and either fall in a 
swoon, or in convulsions, provided the magnetizcr was 
permitted to stand at a distance and direct his look and 
his cane towards the tree. Accordingly an- apricot tree 
was selected in Dr Franklin's garden at Vassy, for the 
experiment; and M. Deslon came and magnetized the^ 
tree while the patient was retained in the house. The 
patient was then brought out with a bandage over his 
eyes, and successively led to four trees, which were not 
magnetized, and was directed to embrace each tree two 
minutes, while M. Deslon at a distance, stood pointing 
his cane to the tree actually magnetized. At the first 
tree, which stood about twentyseven feet from the mag- 
netized tree, the patient sweat profusely, coughed, ex- 
pectorated, and said he felt a pain in his head. At the 
second tree, now thirty feet from the magnetized tree, he^ 
found himself giddy, attended with headache as before. 
At the third tree, his giddiness and headache were much 
increased, and he said he believed he was approaching 
the magnetized tree, although' he was still twentyeight 
feet from it. At length when brought to the fourth tree,. 
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not mc^netized^ and at the distance of twentyfour feet 
from that which was^ the young mm fell down in a state 
of perfect insensibility ; his limbs became rigid, and he 
was carried to ^ grass plot, where M. Deslon went to hb 
assistance and recovered him ; and yet, in no instance, 
had he approached within a less distance than twentyfour 
feet of the magnetized tree. — A similar experiment was 
soon afterward made on two poor females, at Dr Frank- 
lin's house. These women were separated ; three of the 
commissioners remained with one of them in one cham* 
ber, and two of them with the other, in an adjoining 
chamber. The first had a bandage o?er her eyes, and 
was then made to believe, *that M. Deslon came in and 
commenced magnetizing her, although he never entered 
the room. In three minutes the woman began to shiver ; 
she felt, in succession, a pain in her head, and in her 
arms, and a pricking in her hands ; she became stiff, 
struck her hands together, 'got up and stamped, etc., but 
nothing had been done to her. The woman in the ad- 
joining chamber was requested to take her seat by the 
door, which was shut, with her sight at liberty, and was 
th^i made to believe that M. Deslon would magnetize 
the dopr on the opposite side, while the commissioners 
would wait to witness the result. She had scarcely been 
seated a minute before she began to shiver, her breathing 
soon becatne hurried ; she stretched out her arms behind 
her back, writhing them strongly, and bending her body 
forwards ; a general tremor of the whole body came on ; 
the chattering of her teeth was so loud as to be heard out 
of the room ; and she bit her hand so as to leave the marks 
of her teeth in it ; but M. Deslon was not near the door, 
nor in either chamber ; nor was either of the women, 
touched, not even their pulse examined^" 
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You notice that these effects were prodoced solely by ~\ 
the imaginatioD. Those who believed in the efficacy of 
inagDetism, and those only, were affected by the real or 
pretended experiments. And no influence could be ex- 
erted on any persons, after the commissioners had ex- 
plained the cause of such effects. These facts exhibit 
very satisfactorily the power which the mind possesses 
over the body. A few more examples of a similar char- 
acter may now be adduced. In a poor house in Haerlem, 
a girl fell into a convulsive disorder, which returned in 
regular paroxysms. On the next day another was taken ; 
and so on, until all the boys and girls were affected in the 
same manner. No good was effected by any medical 
prescriptions. At length, Dr Boerhaave ordered several 
portable furnaces to be placed in the chamber. These 
were filled with burning coals. Over them were laid 
some crooked irons. The doctoct then gravely commanded 
his attendants to burn the arm of the first child who 
should be seized in a fit, with the hot irons, even to the 
bone. This remedy proved efficacious. Not a case of 
the kind again occurred. Their fears were more power- 
ful than their imagination. — In Chelmsford, a man had 
six children. One of them was afflicted with the St Vi- 
tus's dance. All the others caught the disorder by imi- 
tation and imagination. Nothing could relieve them from 
the malady. One day the father brought in a log and an 
axe, and solemnly declared he would take off the head of 
the first one who should exhibit any more gestures, except 
the one first taken. This declaration effectually cured 
the five. Their fears produced a deliverance from the 
nervous agitation. — In one of the Shetlands, a disorder 
prevailed among the women at church* When one was 
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tiik6ii, she would scream al<rad. Others would imuaedK 
atelj follow her example. The religious exercises were 
frequently and seriously disturbed. At' communion sea* 
sons, fifty or sixty would be carried out into the church 
yard. There they would roar and struggle violently for 
fire or ten minutes. They would then become calm, and 
know not what had happened. One day a rough church 
officer threw a woman, who was often affected, into a 
ditch of water. She was soon cured of her devil. And 
the fear of a ducking prevented the recurrence of the dis- 
order in any others. These facts illustrate the influence 
of the imagination on the nervous aystepi. More might 
be added did my limits permit. But sufficient have been 
given to enable you to explain many wonderful occur* 
fences. 

Now all those superstitions, which have arisen from a 
belief in the miraculous interference of God, or the devil^ 
are satisfkctorily explained on these principles. Take 
first the whole class of supposed miraculous cures ; such 
as are said to have taken place at the tombs of catholic 
saints ; on the touch of kings; under the powerless pre- 
scriptions of quacks ; and by the prayers of the pious. 
Many such are on record, and their number is gradually 
increasing. Some of the cases are too well authenticated 
to be doubted. Many people have believed them to be 
real miracles. But all such occurrences are clearly and 
satisfactorily explained on the principles advanced re*, 
specting the imagination. — Take next the wonderful 
convulsions, contortions, and agitations of body which 
have occurred in times of religious excitement. Such 
things have actually existed among several different de- 
nominations ; among the Anabaptists, Quakers, French 
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Prophets, Metbodista, aod others. Maay people supposed 
they were occasioned by the miracalous operation of tbei 
holy spirit. But they are now satis&otorily accouoled 
ibr on the inflaence which the imagination possesses over 
the nervous system. Finally, take those occurrences 
which have been - attributed to satanic influence ; such 
as devilish visions, haunted houses, and witches. Some 
singular facts are recorded concerning these things. 
People have believed they were caused by the miraculous 
powers of the deftl. • JBut the subject is now better under^ 
stood. There is no evidence to believe there ever was 
any such creature as a witch. All things relating to 
supposed witchcraft are accounted for on natural princi-* 
pies. The influence of the imagination explains the 
whole business. 

[Those who would investigate this subject more thor- 
oughly are advised to read a little book lately published 
at Andover, with this title : *' Essay upon the influence 
of the imagination on the nervous system, contributing 
to a false hope in religion. By Rev. Grant Powars."] 

5. Ignorance of mental philosophy has given rise to 
many superstitions. You know that many persons have 
believed in the real, visible appearance of visions, ghosts, 
spirits, angels, and apparitions. Now these things are 
clearly and satisfactorily explained on the established 
principles of mental philosophy. And from this source 
we learn that they actually exist in the mind, in the same 
manner as other ideas and images ; and no where else, 
except in those instances recorded in scripture. They 
are caused by some mental operation or bodily disorder ; 
and not by supernatural agency. My limits will not per* 
mit me to enter into a full explanation of the various 
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taild^s of theit existence^ I will therefore give a few 
Examples, and offer such remarks as seem necessary to 
give a proper understanding of the subject. My first ex- 
ample is from the experience of one Niculai, an intelligent 
bookseller of Berlin, who knew how to account for the 
appearance of his apparitions. Such extracts as are ne- 
cessary to tny purpose I will give in his own language. 

" In the first two months of the year seventeen hundred 
and ninetyone, I was much affected in my mind by several 
incidents of a very disagreeable nature; and on the 
iwenlyfourth of February, a circumstance occurred which 
irritated me extremely. At ten o'clock in the forenoon, 
my wife and another person came to console me ; I was 
in a violent perturbation of mind, owing to a series of 
incidents which had altogether wounded my moral feel- 
ings, and from which I saw no possibility of relief ; when 
suddenly I observed at the distance of ten paces from me, 
a figure ; the figure of a deceased person. I pointed at 
it, and asked my wife if she did not see it. She saw 
nothing; but being much alarmed, endeavored to com- 
pose me, and sent for the physician. The figure remained 
some seven or eight minutes, and at length I became a 
little more calm ; and as I was extremely exhausfed^ I 
soon afterwards fell into a troubled kipd of slumber, which 
lasted for hal'f an hour. The vision was ascribed to the 
great agitation of mind in which I had been, and it was 
supposed I should have nothing more to apprehend from 
that cause ; but the violent affection had put my nerves 
into some unnatural state ; from this arose further con- 
sequences which require a more detailed description-— .In 
the afternoon, a little after four o^clock, the figure which 
I had seen in the morning again appeared^ I was alone 
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when this happened ; a circumstance, which, as may 
easily be conceived, could not be very agreeable. I went 
therefore to the apartment of my wife, to whom I related 
it. But thither also the figure pursued me. Sometimes 
it was present, sometimes it vanished, but it was always 
the same standing figure. A little afler six o'clock seve- 
ral stalkin ; figures also appeared ; but they had no con- 
nexion with the standing figure. — The figure of the de- 
ceased person never appeared to me after the first dreadful 
day ; but several other figures showed themselves afler- 
wards very distinctly ; sometimes such as I knew, mostly 
however, of persons I did not know, and amongst those 
known to me, were the semblance of both Jiving and de- 
ceased persons, but mostly the former ; and I ma8e the 
observation, that acquaintance with whom I daily con- 
versed never appeared to me as phantasms ; it was always 
such as were at a distance. — These figures appealed to 
me at all times, and under the most different circumstan- 
ces, equally distinct and char. Whether I was alone or 
in company, by broad daylight equally as in the night 
time, in my own house as well as in my neighbor's' ; yet 
when I was at another person's house, they were less fre- 
quent, and when I walked the public street they very 
seldom appeared. When I shut my eyes, sometimes the 
figures disappeared, sometimes they remained even afler 
I closed them. If t^gy vanished in the former case, on 
opening my eyes agm, nearly the same figures appeared 
which I had seen before. — For the most part I saw humane 
figures of both sexes ; they commonly passed to and fro 
as if they had no connexion with each other, like people 
at a fair, where all is bustle ; sometimes they appeared to 
have business with each oO^r. Once or twice I saw 
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amongst them persons on horseback, and dogs and birds ', 
these figures all appeared to me in their natural size^ as 
distinctly as if they had existed in real life, with the seve- 
ral tints on the uncovered parts of the body, and with all 
the different kinds and colors of clothes. But I think^ 
however, that the colors were somewhat paler than they 
were in nature. — On the whole, the longer I continued 
in this state, the more did the phantasms increase, and the 
apparitions became more frequent. About four weeks 
ailerward, I began to hear them speak ; sometimes the 
phantasms spoke with one another ; but for the most part 
they addressed themselves to me ; these speeches were 
in general short, and never contained anything disagree-^ 
able. Intelligent and respected friends often appeared to 
me, who endeavored to console me in my grief, which 
still left deep traces on my mind. This speaking I heard 
most frequently when I was alone ; though I sometimes 
heard it in company, intermingled with the conversation 
of, real persons J frequently in single phrases only, but 
sometimes even in connected discourse. — Though at this 
time I enjoyed rather a good state of health both in body 
and mind, and had become so very familiar with these 
phantasms, that at last they did not excite the least disa- 
greeable emotion, but on the contrary afforded me fre- 
quent subjects for amusement and mirth ; yet as the dis- 
order sensibly increased, and the fi^iufes appeared to me 
for whole days together, and even ouring the night, if I 
happened to awake, I had recourse to several medicines. 
Had Fnot been able to distinguish phantasms from phe- 
nomena, I must have been insane. Had I been fanatic 
or superstitious, I should have been terrified at my own 
phantasms, and probably might have been seized with 
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some alarming disorder. Had I been attached to the 
marvellous, I should have sought to magnify my own ini<- 
portance, by asserting that I had seen spirits ; and who 
could have disputed the facts with me ? The year seveU'^ 
teen hundred and ninetyone would perhaps have been the 
time to have given importance to these apparitions. In 
this case, however, the advantage of sound philosophy 
and deliberate observation may be seen. Both prevented 
me from becoming either a lunatic or an enthusiast ; for 
with nerves so strongly excited, and blood so quick in 
circulation, either misfortune might have easily befallen 
me. But I considered. the phantasms that hovered around 
me as what they really were, namely, the effects of dis- 
ease ; and made them subservient to my observations, 
becf^use I consider observation and reflection as the basis 
of all rational philosophy." 

Such is an abridged account of the apparitions of this 
philosopher. From these we obtain data for the explana* 
tion of others of a similar character. Let us then bring 
to this test some of those ^^hich were believed by the 
persons to whom they happened to be supernatural oc. 
currences. Hy first example of this kind shall be taken 
from the life of Col. Gardner, in the words of his wor- 
thy biographer. *^ The Colonel had spent the evening 
in^some gay company, and had an unhappy assignation 
with a married wonmn, whom he was to attend exactly at 
twelve. The company broke up 4bout eleven, and not 
judging it convenient to anticipate the time appointed, 
he went into his chamber to kill the tedious hour, per. 
haps with some amusing book, or some other way. But 
it very accidentally happened that he took up a religious 
book, which his good mother or aunt had, without hit 
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klio^edge slipped into his portmanteau. It was cdled, 
if i remember the ittle exactly, the Christian Soldier, or 
Heaven Taken by Storm ; and it was written by Mr 
Thomas Watson. Guessing by the title of it, that he 
would find some phrases of his own profession spiritual- 
ized in a manner, which he thought might afford him 
some diversion, he resolved to dip into it; but he took no 
aerious notice of anything it had in it, and yet, while 
this book was in his hand, an impression was made upon 
his mind, which drew after it a train of the most impor- 
tant and happy consequences. He thought he saw an 
unusual blaze of light fall upon the book whilo he was 
reading, which he at first imagined might happen by some 
accident in the candle; but lifting up his eyes, ho appre^^ 
hended, to his extrerao amazement, that there was before* 
him, as it were, suspended in the air, a visible representa* 
tion of the Lord Jesus Christ upon the cross, surround- 
ed on all sides with a glory; and was impressed, as if s 
Toice, or something equivalent to a voice, had come to 
him to this effect. O sinner ! did I suffer this for thee^ 
and are these thy returns ? Struck with so amazing a 
phenomenon as this, there remained hardly any life in 
him; so that he sunk down into his arm chair, in which 
he sat and continued, he knew not how long insensible.' '^ 
Now the Colonel would have us believe this vision to 
be a miraculous interposition of providence for his con- 
version. This he lirnAy believed, and his belief produced 
a happy reformation of character. But the whole affair 
admits of an easy explanatiori on the principles of men-> 
tal philosophy. The Colonel had fallen from his horse a 
few days before, and probably injured his head. He was 
preparing for the con^missioD pf ^hei^oi^sip; iipd this tea 
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on the Christian sabbath. His conscience must have been 
exceedingly uneasy under his accumulated burden of in- 
iquity. This^ book had probably awakened a train of 
thought, which brought forcibly to mind his early reli- 
gious instruction, the anxiety of his friends for his re- 
fi>rmation, some of the pulpit exhortations, ho had heard, 
and his base ingratitude and atrocious wickedness. All 
these circumstances operating together, produced this 
mental apparition — this vision |irhich really existed in his 
own mind, and no where else ; and which was directed 
by an overruling providence to his present and eternal 
salvation. 

As an offset to this, I will relate the vision of lord Her- 
bert. This gentleman had written a book against Christ- 
ianity. He was doubting about the propriety of publish- 
ing the work. I will proceed in his own words. *^ Be- 
ing thus doubtful in my chamber one fair day in the sum- 
mer, my casement being thrown open towards the south, 
I took my book in my hand, and, kneeling devoutly on 
my knees, devoutly said these words. O thou eternal 
God, author of the light which now shines upon me, and 
giver of all inward illuminations, I do beseech thee, of 
thy infinite goodness, to pardon a greater request than a 
sinner ought to make ; I am not satisfied enough whether 
I shall publish this book ; if it be for thy glory, 1 beseech 
thee give me some sign from heaven ; if not, I shall 
suppress it. I had no sooner spoken these words, but a 
loud, though gentle voice came from the heavens, for it 
was like nothing on earth, which did so comfort and 
cheer me, that I took my petition as granted, and that. I 
had the sign demanded, whereupon also I resolved .to 
print my book. This, how strange soever it may seem, 
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I protest before the eternal Ood is troe, nefilher am ! toy 
way supcrstiiiously deceived herein, since I did not only 
dearly hear the voice, but in the serenost sky that ever I 
saw, being without all cloud, did to my thinking see the 
place from whence it came." 

Prom this relation, you perceive that his lordship is 
guilty of a most glaring inconsistency. He writes a book' 
to prove that there can be no such things as miracles ; 
and then asks us to believe that a special miracle was 
wrought to encourage him to proceed in its publication. 
Still his sincerity is not to be doubted. His firm belief 
in tne reality of the noise cannot be questioned. And 
&is word is worth as much in evidence on this subject as 
that of Col. Gardner. But we know that God would not 
work one miracle for the conversion of a sinner, and ano- 
ther for the destruction of Christianity. The truth is, 
there was nothing miraculous in either case ; and nothing 
but what admits of easy explanation on perfectly rational 
principles. There pan be no doubt but the noise existed 
in the mind of his lordship, and no where else. And it 
was probably caused by his anxiety on the subject, his 
conscious ititcgr'ty, his confidence in the truth of his 
cause, and other concurring circumstances. Both visions 
are satisfactorily explained on the principles of mental 
philosophy; and both relaters are permitted to retain 
their reputation for honesty and integrity. 

On the same principles, I think the visions and appa- 
ritions of Swedcnborg admit of a perfectly satisfactory 
explanation. His account of their first appearance con- 
firms this opinion. You shall have it in his own words. 
** I dined very late at my lodgings at London, and ate 
with great appetite, till, at the close of my repast, I per- 



i 



ei^ed a kind of mist About my eyes, and the floor of my 
ehamber was covered wkb hideous rcptihrs. They soon 
disappeared, the darkness was dissipated, and I saw 
clearly, in the midst of a brilliant light, a man seated ia 
the corner of my chamber, who said to tne in a terrible 
foice, eat not so much. At those words my sight became 
obscured ; afterwards it became clear by degrees, and I 
found myself alone. The night following, the same man, 
radiant with light, appeared to me and said, — I am God 
the Lord, creator and redeemer ; I have chosen you to 
unfold to men the internal and spiritual sense of the sa* 
cred writings, and will dictate to you what you ought to 
write. At that time I was not terrified ; and the light^ 
although very brilliant, made no unpleasant impression 
upon my eyes. The Lord was clothed in purple, andtho 
irision lasted a quarter of an hour. The same night tbt 
eyes of my internal man were opened, and fitted to see 
things in heaven, in the world of spirits, and in hell, in 
which places £ found many persons of my acquaintance, 
iK>me of them long since dead, and others lately deceased." 
In another place he observes, — " I have conversed with 
apostles, departed popes, emperors, and kings ; with the 
late reformers of the church, Luther, Calvin, and Me- 
iancthon, and with others from different countries." 

The apparitions of Sweden borg were much more no- 
meroos, and of much longer continuance, than those of 
Nicolai, but of a similar character. They were probably 
caused by his former studies, and habits, and pursuits. 
They bear internal marks of earthly origin, although he 
firmly believed they were from heaven. When examined 
by the light of the gospel and principles of mental phi- 
losophy, they appear to me to be nothing more than the 
visions and fancies of % disordered imagination. 
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My limits will not permit me to adduce any more 
imples. What I have said will be sufficient to enable 
you lo offer a satisfactory explanation of all trances, vis- 
ions, spectres, ghosts, angels, and apparitions. These 
things exist only in the minds of those who pretend to 
have experienced or seen them. They are not occasioned 
by supernatural agency, but by some mental or bodily 
cause. Those who relate them are honest and sincere, 
and firmly believe in their reality and divine*origin. Such 
a belief has existed through ignorance of mental philoso* 
phy. 

[Those who would examine this subject more thor- 
oughly will find it fully investigated in a work lately pub- 
lished at Edinburgh, with the following title : ^* Sketches 
of the philosophy of apparitions ; or, an attempt to trace 
such illusions to their physical causes. By Samuel Hib- 
bert.] 
\^, 6. Ignorance of true religion has given rise to most of 
the prevailing superstitions. Christ Jesus teaches us that 
our heavenly Father regulates the minutest events of this 
world ; and that He alone is the supreme Ruler of the 
universe. Our experience and observation must con- 
vince us that this infinite work is accomplished by regu- 
lar laws ; and not by the intervention of miracles, or the 
instrumentality of evil spirits. Now these fundamental 
truths are directly opposed to the whole mass of popular 
superstitions. 

Perhaps you believe in signs. If so, let me select an 
example to show the impiety of your belief. You say, 
for instance, that (he howling of a dog under a window 
betokens death to some member of the family. How 
does the animal obtain this foreknowledge, or who senda 
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him on this solemn errand 1 If you say his i^spearaaoe 
at the house is accidental, then you would have us trust 

> to chance for information on the most important subject 

This is the height of folly. If you say his knowledge of 
the approaching event is intuitive, then you would have us 
admit that the irrational brute knows more than his intelli- 
gent master. This is the height of absurdity. If you say 
he is sent by the devil, then you would have us allow that 
the enemy of mankind is more attentive to their welfare 
than their heavenly Father ; for it certainly indicates the 
greatest kindness to notify us of our approaching disso- 
lution. This is the height of impiety. If you say he is 
sent by God, then how do you prove the truth of your 
assertion? Does revelation give you this information t 
No, nothing of the kind is taught in the Bible. Do the 
events follow the supposed sign with such undeviating 
regularity as to warrant a general conclusion 1 By no 
means. The sign is not foMowed by death once in a 

j^ hundred times. And surely you would rrot accuse the 

omniscient and merciful Jehovah either of ignorance of 
future events, or of trifling with the feelings of his de- 
pend^t children. Your assertion therefore is not sup- 
ported by a particle of evidence ; and these are the only 
sources from which proof can be obtained. Consequently, 
your belief in signs is superstitious, because it is retained 
contrary to rational evidence. It is also unscriptural, be- 
cause it contradicts the instructions of the gospel. And 
it is pernicious, because it turns your attention from Grod 
to fate and chance and devils. If then you believe that 
the great mass of pretended signs is designed to give us 
information of approaching events, I wish you to answer 
one question for your own improvement. From what 
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his preserTation. While in health, he could sneer at the 
most sacred things; but the instant death approached, 
he was overwhelmed with agony, recanted his infidelity, 
and died in the bosom of the mother church. — If the» 
we would avoid the influence of this heathen superstition, 
we must regard actions rather than days. If our business 
is proper, we have nothing to fear from the day on which 
it was commenced. And if we feel thati God is our Fa- 
ther, we shall not be prevented, by any belief in lucky 
and unlucky days, from doing our duty on every day, and 
enjoying peace and happiness on al| days. 

Perhaps you believe in witchcraft. If so, let me show 
the superstition of your belief. Your belief implies two 
things. First, that the devil possesses miraculous powers ; 
and second, that he can communicate these powers to 
human beings. Now where do you learn that he can 
work miracles ? Is he self-existent ? This is absurd. 
If he is not, then he must depend on the Creator for his 
being, his preservation, and all his faculties. And where 
do y6u learn that God has endowed him with miraculous 
powers 1 In the book of revelation ? No. Nothing of 
the kind is there recorded. Can you support the position 
by an appeal to facts ? You can relate witch stories. 
And what do these prove ? That those who believe them 
are exceedingly superstitious. They were caused by the 
inliuence of the imagination in connexion with a belief 
in their possibility and reality. And these are no evidence 
at all in the case. 'So that the opinion is not supported 
either by reason, 6r facts, or scripture. But this is not 
alK Once admit that the devil can work miracles, and 
jou destroy all foundation for belief in revelation. For 
how can yoa tell whether any particular miracle be from 
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God or the devil ? And if the devil can convert himself 
into tLn angel of light, how can you prove that he is not 
the author of Christianity ? You see that such an ad- 
mission would strike a death blow to all belief in divine 
communications. Well then, if his satanic excellence 
does not possess miraculous powers, he cannot impart 
them to others. And consequently there can never exist 
such a thing as a witch ; that is, a woman endowed by 
the devil with a knowledge of distant and future events, 
and the power of working miracles. A belief in witch- 
craft is accordingly a superstition. And as the pure light 
of the gospel prevails, it vanishes from the world. The 
pure light of the gospel I say. For mere intellectual cul- 
tivation is not sufficient. Who were ever better educated 
than the ancient Grecians and Romans ? And who were 
ever more influenced by a belief in signs, and omens, and 
spectres, and witches 1 Read the younger Pliny's account 
of the haunted house and supernatural dreams. False 
views of the gospel will not effect the object. For who 
ever had more to do with the devil than many protestant 
Christians ? Read, especially, the writings of Luther. 
For him to have an encounter with the old serpent in a 
bodily form was the most common thing in the world. 
The pure instructions of Jesus will destroy satan and all 
his works. Be ye learned or ignorant, if ye believe that 
your heavenly Father regulates all the events of this 
world, you will have no fears of witches or devils. 

But perhaps you ask how the subject of witchcraft came 
to be introduced into the Bible t If there (fannot be any 
such beings as witches, why did Moses forbid a witch to 
live? The Jews knew nothing of divination until their, 
connexion with heathen nations. Among them thej 
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faund a class of necromancers and soothsayers, who pre^ 
tended to foretell future events and raise the dead. The 
profession wai? taken up by some of the farored peoplei^ 
And by means of one deceptive art and another, and es^ 
pecially by means of ventriloquism, they succeeded rii^ 
deceiving .many, and turning them from the living God 
to si^ch lying vanities. Of this class was the famoiis- 
witch of Endor. Saul had ordered aU such characters to 
be destroyed. Finding himself forsaken by Jehovah, he 
resolved to consult this fortune-teller. H^ attempted to. 
disguise himself; and accordingly she preten4ed not to. 
know him. But this was mere pretence. For he was a 
head taller than any other person ; and he promised her 
security in the royal manner. In order to convince him 
of her miraculous powers, she pretended that some spirits 
had informed her who he was. This device completely 
succeeded with the~ frightened, depressed king. She 
then made him believe her conversation was carried on 
with the prophet, which was easily effected . by means of 
ventriloquism. Her prediction was founded on such evi- 
dence as she possessed, and proved, to b^ welL founded. 
A more full explanation of the whole aff^r may be found 
in some of the late publications. Aijid now what were 
the crimes for which this class of imposters were con- 
demned to death. They w^re three. First, they denied 
the overruling providence of Jehovah. Second, they in- 
troduced other deities.. And third, they seduced the 
people from the service of the one only living and true, God. 
The very law of Moses goes on the supposition that no 
being but Jehovah could either foretell future events or 
work miracles. Ai^d if I pretend that the devil possesses 
miraculous powers, and can communicate these powers 
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lo htmiAti bsingf y I am gdlty of preciiely the same cfrimee 
iar whioh the aocieat witches were coodemiled to death. 
Perhaps you believe in modern (niracles. If so, let me 
show the superstition of your belief. In the first place, 
Jesos gave no intimation that miracles shpuld continue 
-after the establishment of Christianity. He p^mised to 
Im with his apostles even unto the end of that age. He 
declared tfaatdl who believed their instructions should 
also have power to cast out devils, heal diiieases, speak 
Willi new tongues and withstand any deadly thing. But 
MSfFTomise did not extend beyond liie immediate converts 
of the apostles. And we have no satisfactory evidence 
that miracles wero wrought by any but these; while we 
iiave abundant testimony that our Saviour's promise was 
titerally fulfilled. — In the second place, there was no ne- 
cessity for miracles after the establishment of Christianity. 
They were first wrought by Almighty God to confirm the 
VMSsion of his well beloved Son ; to prove to the world 
that he was sent by the univerisal Father to be the Saviour 
of the human family. They weire continued to enable 
the apostles and their converts to propagate the new reli- 
f^n among all nations. When these two objects were 
accomplished^ there was no further necessity for miracu- 
lous interposition. For a history of the divine revelation 
was committed to writing, and translated into the pre^ 
▼ailing languages of the civilized world. And if any one 
would not be convinced of its divine origin by th^mass 
of evidence with which it was accompanied, nei{her 
would he believe^ though one should rise from the dead. — 
In the third place, the purposes for which modern tiira- 
eles are said to have been wrought are not worthy the 
interposition of the Deity. Opposing sects of Christians 
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bare pretended ibat nurftdes ha?e beea wroagfat to 
tablisb the truth of their peculiar views of the go6p^ 
Tbi3 is impossible ; M no sect can claim the whole truth ; 
and the poiAts of difference could not be true in two dif^ 
fering sects. Besides, a being of infinite wisdom would 
not give a revelation so imperfect or obscure as to endan- 
ger the happiness of any honest inquirer. Neither woidd 
be give one so powerless in evidence or efficacy as to re> 
quire new miracles for the eouversion 6f unbelievers. To 
confirm and establish Christianity was indeed an object 
worthy his miraculous interposition ; as all must admit 
who will compare our elevated station with the mental 
and moral degradation of all heathen nations.— -In the 
fourth place, pretended modern miracles admit of ^eaay 
explanation on natural principles. Diseases have been 
suddenly healed ; but imagination effected the cure. 
Religious excitements have existed among all denomina- 
tions ; but they have been produced by human exertions 
and concurring circumstances. Visions, ghosts, and ap^ 
paritions have been seen ; but they existed only in the 
minds of the observers ; and were caused by some mental 
or bodily operation. Nothing of this kind can be said 
of the miracles of Jesus. His cannot bo accounted for 
on any natural principles ; but must have been caused by 
divine miraculous agency. — Finally, modern miracles are 
not supported by satisfactory evidence. They have been 
mostly wrought in secret. No witnesses can be produced 
but the inost interested. This was not the case with 
those of our Saviour. They were performed openly ; and 
in the presence of friends and enemies. They could not 
be deceptions ; for the resurrection of a dead person 
could be tested by the evidence of the senses. The ra- 
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owrk of the kte* liuBeiHed JFw^ Hoim imiy be appropn^ 
aldjr iolioduoed in this conBAxioii. He htA studied the 
endenoes of Christianity most thoroogUy and impactiaHy ; 
wicl a firm belief inats difine origin was the result. He 
observed that no jury could be focmd^ who would give a 
feidict against the truth of GbristiaDiiy, if the evidbnees 
OB both sides could be faitly presented before them, and 
they were goTorned » fevming their opinion by the com^ 
«M>n rules of belief. The truth of this observation ta 
eoofirmed by the fact that candid inquirers after truth 
have uniformly risen from an examinaition of the evidences 
of Christianity, believers in its divine origin. Now no* 
^ii^ of the kind can be said of modem miracles. No 
jury eouid be obtained of disinterested persons who would 
give a verdict in their fevor. And therefore we have no 
aatisfiictory evidence to believe in their reality. Our 
aafbst course then is to admit the conclasion of emibent 
divines of di£Seiient denominations, that miracles ceased 
udth the first converts of the apostles. 

Perhaps you believe in the divine inspiration of some' 
one of the pretended prophets or christs. Yen know 
that many such< have appeared in different ages of the 
ofaurch. Even now, we have a man in our own country. 
Who deciaps that be is the very Christ ; and pretends that= 
be has come to judge the world. And strange as it may 
seem to us^ he is attended by some respectable people 
who worship him as God. Some of these fanatics have 
obtained many converts; and there are various religious 
parties who still adhere to their teachings. If you are a 
believer in the divine mission of any one of this class, on 
what evidence is your faith founded ? Certainly not on- 
the gespel. For iesus gives yon no reason to expect aojP 
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fciil^r revelatMm &0m heaven. Nn^, he expteftriy fav 
bids the iadulgenoe of anysii«b«xpecUkik>n. Ha pl^inlf 
iDloriiis you that false Christs aud false, presets woald 
af^ar aod deceive many. - He solemnly eaations you 
not to be led astray by their devices and pneteiwmis. 
And he has given you no authority to expect his secand 
appearance until the grand consummation of all things ; 
so that your belief must be unscFiptural.-H.Do you found 
ypur belief on the bare word of a pretended messenger 
from heaven ? This you cannot rationally do. For Uie 
word of one such person is as valuable as that of another. 
The honesty and sincerity of one are no more to be 
doubted than those of another. Several have appeafed 
and made pretensions to a divine commission. Now the 
■■f\^ word of all cannot be received. For they all differ from 

Vij i| eaoh other in their instructions. They all promulgate a 

ilfl| • 'different system of faith and practice. So that you can 

found no belief on the bare word of a fanatic.^-*Do you 
rely on the state of feehng produced by a reception of 
the ^culatiodDUS of the pretended prophet 1 This you 
cannot ralionally do. For every class of religionists con- 
fidmitly appeal to their feelings, in proof of the truth of 
their peculiar sentiments. This B done by the Jew, the* 
Hindooi the Mahometan^ the Catholic, the Ci^inist, the 
Methodist, the Universalist. And why are nX the feel- 
ings of one man as good evidence in this case as: those of 
another. They are. And if you admit this, you destroy 
thia ground of belief. For all religions cannot botrne. 
But suoh is human nature that persons of any sentiments 
can eventually bring their feelings to coincide with their 
belieft-r-Do you found your belief on ihe internal evidence 
/^fthe writings of any. pretepdtd prophetl Let or look 
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to-this speeies of proof. • Take for ittstanee the booksr ef 
SiMdeaborg, since they may be readily examined. So 
far as bin instructions coincide with the gospel, all is well ; 
but this does not px^re a new revelation. Where they 
extend beyond the teachings of scripture, some of them 
appear to me to be rational, some plausible, some rtdicu^' 
loue, some absurd, and some blasphemous. Where they 
. coHtradict the precepts of the Bible, they appear to me 
to lead to the most dangerous results. He tells us that 
aboBt one seventh part of the Old Testament, and mere 
than one half of the New, are not the word of God. He 
allows us to keep concubines, and to put away our wives 
for trifling causes. He says many things on the connexion 
of the sexes which delicacy forbids me to mention, but 
which may be seen in his treatise on conjugial and scor- 
tatory love. Now this circumstance destroys all the 
proof arising from internal evidence. For surely God 
would not commission his son to reveal one system of 
practical truths, and another person to aboitsh them fer 
^ the grati^ation of sensual lusts and appetites. So that 

^ the internal evidence of his writings is far from convin-^ 

ciog roe of their divine origin. And the same remarks 
are equally applicable to every system which has appeared 
since the completion of the New Testament. Let us 
then adhere to the rook of ages. Depart from Jesus, and^ 
follow any other guide, either nature, reason, pretended 
reformer, false prophet, or antichrist, and you but wander 
in midnigfat darkness. 

' III. What are some of the pernicious effects of popu- 
lar superstitions t 
1 1 . They have caused a great Waste of time. Look at the 

prftdliees of heathen nations. Their religiotts ceremettie» 
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ue altof ether mpeifltitious. And conte^iueatlyy dl the 
time deroied to folse gods mual be considered as vultd. 
— Tske a suryej also of Catholic countries. D^iring tl» 
dark ages, their priests were engaged in nonsensieal dish- 
puteq. Treatise aftei treatise was composed on sai^ 
subjects as the foUowiog. How many angels, can stand 
on the point of a needle ? Have spirits anj navds ? Waa 
Jesus Christ born totally depraved ? Is the Virgin Mary 
the mother of God 1 And a thousand others equalty 
senseless and unprofitable. In their roonasterieSy molti^ 
tildes passed their days in repeating unintelligible prayersi, 
poring aver the legends of theijr saints, cutting figures 
in paper, and tormenltog their bodies for the good of their 
80ids.*^Tura your attention likewise to Protestant lands. 
You learn that many a folio has been written on foobih 
and iM»intelligible subjects ; that many a day has been 
occupied in trying and burning witches and heretics ; that 
maojr apliarisaic custom has been scrupoloiiksiy observed ; 
and. many an absurd €q[>initm advanced and defiBoded. 
XXod even in our own times, do you find no moments and 
hours occupied, ia discoursing about signs and tricks, 
dreams and visions, spectres and apparitions ? — In con- 
sulting charo^Sf^nd lots, and fortune-telltfsl — In prying 
iuto future events ai^d occi^rrences ?-^ln borrowing trou« 
Ue on account of some supposed nnlavorajble oimea V^ 
Or in various othc^ practices equally vain and supersti- 
tious? Now aJI this is wrong. Time is givei/ for no 
such purposes. We have but a short period to remain in 
this world, and a great work to accomplish. Let us then 
be always engaged in something useful ai^d virtuous. 

3. Popular superstitions have also caused a great waiHe 
of ]ui»^# Ufi9» Cast your eye over the page of bistorjF. 
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Yon theve notice an account of the trial by ordeal. This 
was effected both by fire and water. The accused person 
was required, either to hold red hot iron balls in his naked 
hands, or to walk over red hot plates of iron with bare 
feet If he escaped unburned, he was considered inno- 
cent ; but if he was scorched, sentence of death was pro- 
nounced. Or he was compelled, either to tbriist his arm 
into a cauldron of boiling water ; or be thrown into a 
deep pond. If he was either unscalded or drowned, his 
innocence was proved ; but if he was scalded or cduld 
swini^ the sentence of condemnation was passed. Yon 
pwceive that in neither case, could life be saved, except 
by the interposition of a miracle ; and this was not to be 
expected on such occasions. -And through this superstition^ 
thousands perished in this unrighteous manner. — You 
also notice the condemnations upon suspicion. Let the I 

masonic knights be selected as an appropriate illustration. ' 

Dnring the crusades, they constituted a large and im- 
portant body. When the holy wars were over, thev were i 
accvsed, by some enemies, of every imaginable crime. 
The accusation was supported by no evidence whatever ; 
for their lives were irreproachable. They were however 
condemned by their respective governments, without any 
proper trial, simply because they held secret itieetings. 
Bardon was offered to all who would confess themselves 
guilty of the alleged crimes ; while those, who would 
not make such a confession, were ordered to be burned 
to death in a slow fire of green wood. While all the vil- 
lains escaped unharmed, large numbers of the virtuous 
were thus inhumanly murdered upon bare suspicion. — 
Yom notice likewise, the condemnations upon false evi- 
dence. The trials for witchcraft afford a good exempli^. 
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cation. I soppose the same endenee, upmi idiiofa th#f 
were condemned to death, might now be brought against 
ererj old woman in the land. A distingaiahed writer 
eompates that more than one hundred thonaand peTflom 
of all ages have suffered death for witchcraft. Only 
think! one hundred thousand persons murdered bjr 
christian hands for a crime of which no human being wta 
ever guilty I — You notice, finally, the condemsatioiis fisr 
Tirtue. It is a duty to search the scriptures thorongMj^^ 
and abide by the results of the investigation. Bot fer 
performing this sacred duty, professing Christians bai^e 
murdered each other without mercy and wifthoot itttmbet . 
In our free republic, I trust that life cannot be destroyed 
without fair trial. But there are some few among us who 
pretend to believe, that all who do not think iKsaMly ais 
they do on certain subjects, must be eternally damoed. 
So long however as they persecute only by words, and 
curses, they are welcome to the happiness of such a foe-^ 
lief. We arQ not;4o be judged by such weak min<ki, but 
by the unerring Jehovah. There are others who Iping 
vMn themsehres sickness and even death, by th^ir bdief 
iTsigns, and drdlms, and forewarnings. This ^nce at 
lihe historian's page should teach us never to' expect a 

Zele to attestation of innocence ; and never to oon- 
a others, either on suspicion or on false evidence, or 
for doing the same things we practise ourselves. 

'9« Popular superstitions have caused much misery. 
We need^not refer to history for an illustration of this as- 
^ sertion. We have sufficient examples around us. Look 
into society, and you wiH find one class, who pay parti<> 
ular attention to all signs and dreams. If anythiqgruo^ 
iavbrable is indicated, their feelings are greatly dmti 
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edl I and if tbe eomjmxj, tbey are an moeli elated. If a 
little iiuieet, called the deathwatcbt knocks for its mate 
oa the waiiy .sleepless nights are sure to follow. If they 
notice the new mooa over the wrong shoulder, their com* 
foit is idestroyed for a ^ whole month. If they dream of 
deat^i^ they mast send a letter ^forthwith to all ^absent , 
relatives, even if they be settled in every state in the 
anioo.-^You also notice another class^ whose belief in 
the supernatural origin of omens and warnings leads 
them to adop^ measures for their speedy fulfilment 
Hfuiy a wedded couple seem to think they must quarrel, 
because they were married on a stormy day ; and when 
some subject of dispute arises between them, they fall to 
fij^tii^ to prove the 4ruth of the prediction. And for 
|l).4bi3 interruption of domestic harmony, they blanie, 
' ^^their own tempers and , passions, but the decrees of 
fate* #any a personhas supposed he must live in po- 
verty, becM|^«few moles have appeared on the wrong 
Bidei:^fJ)|Bpdy. And hence he neglects all industry 
and eoono^i and dissipates his time, and privila^^, and 
ialents.-T-¥ou notice likewise a third class,- who give 
themselvQH to tricks, fortune telling and opening books, 
to discover the events of futurity. Their spirits vary 
with the supposed indications of good or e^il ecc^pk 
rences. A lady, who moved in the first circles, was ondlT 
visiting'^in a clergyman's family of my acquaintance; 
and it was ber regular morning practice, to toss up a little 
box of pins, and make her happiness for the day depend .; 
upon their accidental variation in falling. If they came 
down more heads than points, she was cheerful and 
hBL^i^ ; but if the contrary, she was gloomy and wretch* 
ed» It seemed she valued her comfort, worth at least a 
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brasdpin. Many a worthy Chriitiail has not only been 
deprived of his happiness, but betrayed into wild, ex- 
travagant, foolish, and sinful acts, by attempting to fol** 
low the suggestion of the passage which first meets his 
eye on opening his Bible. Many a poor wight has 
formed a disadvantageous matrimonial alliance, because 
some old hag has described black eyes and rosy cheeks 
as the characteristics of his future bride. — You notice, 
moreover a fourth class, who are for ever anticipating 
some dreadful calamity. Let any fool solemnly proclaim 
that war, famine or pestilence is approaching, they will 
give more heed to it than to that holy word which as- 
isures us that our heavenly Father will never leave nor 
forsake us. All uncommon appearances in the heavens, 
they look upon as indications of the threatened judg- 
ments of an angry God. Even the beautiful aurora bo- 
realis which spanned the blue concave above us was so in- 
terpreted. And even some clergymen, who should have 
known better, took occasion from it to terrify tilnid souls 
into an assent to their creeds. — Finally, you notice a fifth 
class, who exhibit the most wobegone countenances, 
and speak in the most sepulchral tones, and dolelpt theif 
mj^ancholy warnings to every cheerful spirit, and all for 
Phat ? Why they fear that the universal Father will not 
eventually do so well for his children, as they would do 
for the human family, were their ability equal to their 
inclination. On account of this fear, they constantly 
torment themselves, and the smoke of their torments i^ 
continually ascending, to the great annoyance of all with- 
in the sphere of their influence. — ^Now all this is wicked. 
To permit any such superstition to disturb and destroy 
our enjoyment, is sin against heaven* Our heavenly Fa- 
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lliei cfi^ted us for happinesf . J^e has IbrqUhed us wilb 
the cajpacities aud means of felicity. . He has eveo com- 
Dianded \^^ to rejoice iti the, liord always. He has girea 
us a reli^on to effect this desirable object. It is as much 
a. part of this religion to |:>e always cheerful^ contented 
aud happy, as to be ^l^vajra temperate, just and virtuous. 
And if .people would take one t^nth part the pains to 
luako themselves happy, that thej do to render thcmselveil 
miserable, there would, bi^ ten times the present amount 
of bajiypioess. 

4. Popular superstitions have greatly injured the 
cause of medicine, — ^Th^t superstition which leads people 
to believe in the efficacy of charms is very injurio.us. 
Let me expiain my meaning by a few examples. The 
scrofula is frequently called the king's evil. It received 
this name because it was generally believed that the 
touch of a king would cure the disorder. This belief 
was. formerly so prevalent, that the kings of England set 
apart one day in seven to bestow healing mercies on their 
subjects. The practice was begun in the year one thou- 
sand and fifty one, and continued until the reign of the 
present royal family, who were possessed of too much 
sense to encourage such .an idle superstition. In the 
course of twentyseven years, there came to the first 
Charles to receive his touch, ninetytwo thousand one 
hundred and seven. In that country, the opinion still 
prevails, that the disocdep can be cured by the touch of the 
ninth son of a ninth son i and in our land, the seventh spn 
of a seventh son. — Not long since, the cold hands of a con- 
Wcty who had terminated his life on the gallows in Ht- 
erpool, were drawn over several wens a number of timea 
to effect a cttre.-<-A person in one of our western st^ts 
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\9Xi\j rdn a plrchfoirk into tin hand, «nrf h« upplM 4 - 
plasteHo the eoM iron as well as to the fresh woondl 
When people run a nait into their fo^it; (hef frijquentiy 
aare and polish the rusty iron to facilitate the recovery .<» 
Daring the fast seas6n, in Mnine, the boi2f of a female 
was taken from the grave, her hsart taken out and pul« 
verised, and given to another member of the family ass 
specific for tonsumplive complaints. Did my limits per* 
mit, I could relate a thousand more cases equally silly 
and disgusting. All such things I class together under 
the general name of charms ; and I pronounce them to 
be gross superstitions. For a belief in their efficacy ini« 
plies one of three things. You may contend that there 
is healing efficacy rii the prescriptions themselves. But 
this appears to me perfectly absurd. For you may as 
well have the touch of a slave as a king; you may as 
well apply your plaster to a tree as a pitchfork ; you may 
as well drink the heart of a lamb as a woman. — You may 
say that God has determined certain cures shall'follow 
certain applications. No such determination is publish- 
ed in his word. And no such conclusion can be infer- 
red from facts. — You may pretend a special miracle is 
wrought on each occasion. But this is incredible. For 
the ohject is not worthy the miraculous interposition of 
the Deity. And the few cures which are reputed to 
have taken place, are satisfactorily accounted for on the 
influence of the imagination, and other natural causes. 
So that such a belief is not only superstitious, but calcu- 
lated to lead people to neglect the proper means of reco- 
very, and thus injure themselves and the medical pro- 
fefiion. ' ' 
'ifhat Buperstitiou which leads people to employ quack 
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'4oeUirs is tlsA 4njif rfiiMiB lofhe oiiii«e of nedici^. Bj^a 
tpiaek, I mean one who hws not o^ed th» tiMsesMry tnaum 
foi oUainiiig a knowledf c -of Ihe hea&ing art. Maay 
fittch have appeared m •oar country, and ttiey may be dt« 
irided ioto four olaaMs. In the iirat place,, there is the 
•qback wiio depends for his eaoeees on the influence of 
imagination. Of (his number was the famous Austw, 
irho resided in Colchester, Vermont, about twenty years 
aiiiee. He proclaimed to the world that he could heal 
-aH mnrable diseases^ if the suiTeriRg would give htm a 
Jtalement of their cases, either in person or by letter. 
He WIS visited by hundreds of tnralids ; and thousands 
ttore honored him with a wrkten account of their affiic- 
tkms. Reports of the most wonderful cures were put in 
oircnlation. But after a few years, the people discovered 
their folly, and permitted the preteiided prophet tui stnk 
•Bfo his former merited obscurity.*— In the second place, 
there is the quack who efifects his cures by diet and re- 
gimen. Of this number was thetvcelebrated rain water 
•doctor. He eataUished himself one JtiM.#t Providisnce» 
and at another in this vicinity. Many of "trs-can recollect 
the accounts of marvellous cures, and the flocking of in- 
valids of all descriptions to his temple of health. He en- 
joined a spare diet, proper exercise, and, suitable precau- 
tion ; and in this way bcnofited many. But the com- 
munity at length discovered th^ imposition ; and lefl him 
to the undisturbed enjoymenfe' of his rain water and his 
gruel.— In the third place, ,4l)ere is the quack who pn>- 
doees a temporary relief An chronic disorders, by the use 
4>f stimulating medicines. He actually raises the patient 
and makes him believe^ that his recovery is nearly effected* 
He then leaves him ^itb ordeia to observe mofit nfiMlj 
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xtrttin dtreeiiodt* At mmiq •» tbi.Miwi^hiBU ha,v« loit 

tlieir power, a rcaotimi l«k«ftplt««« und ibe paiieiit^«iAM 

teok tohw former 9tite» TIm> qiMiek iiQmedkteljij^tuiih 

dttt this to 800)6 (ievi«iioQ fiom ihe preAcripligps** t A#d 

Ibe patieot » left eiiher to Ikiger oa in wretcbedneM, ^r 

iDgire up the ghost, with tlie hitttr reflectioa %}^^i hii» ^' 

omi negligence has liastened bis disiyokitipD. — Fim^r 

there is the quack who either kills or cures wHh U)e 

.tadst powetfiU remedies. Of this number is the noU^ 

rioutt Thompson of lobelia memory, You often ob^erwe 

.aeiiees of deaths which are .declared to ha fia^sed bj ^ 

' the prescriptions of some of his discipl^a. For my own 

- part, I have no doubt these are generally true. I do net 

.auppose they kill their patients intentionally, bnt in pure 

igiiorance.-^Now I must consider it superstition wbioh 

leads to the employment of such character9. Do yfia. 

; anppoee Qod assists them by mtroole ? This is absurd* w 

* Do you suppose he has miraculously given tbero that 
knowledge which others acquhre only by long and close 
■tady and practice ? This is equally absurd. .Do you 
«»ppose they prescribe by guess, and cure by accident? 
This is doubtletis the truth. How absurd, then, io gite 
them employment. Should you call me foolish were I to 
employ a Uottentdt^o instruct my children ?r— An Aaieci* 
•can savage to defencNiny civil rights 1-— And a liindeo 

' to preach for my edification ? And liow much more su- 
perstitious should I prove nsyself were I to employ a person 
to tamper with my very life/^ho I knew had never.taken 
the proper measures &»r acqnNring a knowledge of the 
haman system, its various diseasips and their apftfopiiate 

• temedie^. 

That superstitioa wktoh wouki\prnvent hoihaji idisiec* 
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tions, is likewise ^jurioos to the cause of medicine. In 
France prorlsion is made by law for securing a pr<^r 
supply of subjects. Those who die in prisons, hospi* 
lalsj and alms-houses are consigned to the medical 
faculty, unless claimed within a certain time by some 
friend. In Great Britain, no such law exists ; and the 
difficulty of obtaining subjects has been so great, as not 
only^to injure the science, but to induce the physicians 
of Scotland to agree to giv^ up their own bodies for dis* 
section. An attempt is now making in Parliament to 
obtain the passage of some law by which the present evii 
may be obviated. In our country, no law exists on this 
subject ; and there prevails a very general opposition to 
obtaining subjects in any manner. This arises from two 
causes. In the first place, many people believe in the 
literal resurrection of this animal body ; and therefore 
they are unwilling to have it exposed to the dissecting 
knife. Now supposing this belief is true, what harm can 
follow from the dissection. Will not the Almighty be 
able to collect and unite its scattered dust and frag- 
ments ? To suppose the contrary, would be impeaching 
his omniscience and omnipotence. But for my owa 
part, I believe with St Paul, that flesh and blood cannel 
inherit the kingdom of God. My present body is com« 
posed of flesh, and blood, and bones. Of course, it can 
^be of no use to me afler death. While I remain in this 
world, I will make it as serviceable as possible. When I 
leave it, if it can be of any value to my fellow beings, I 
cheerfully consign it to their service. Afler they have 
taken to pieces the curious workmanship of the Almighty, 
and obtained such knowledge as may enable them to be 
useful in their piofepsion, I hope they will give the fragw 
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aeDts a decent burial, and refrain %>ii» disturbing tfie 
iMliAgs of any surviving friend. When I enter upon the ^ 

next stage of existence, I firmly trust my heavenly Fa- 
lser will give me a spiritual body, adapted to the wants 
and improvements of my immortal soul. And if people 
will examine the scriptures more carefully on this point, 
and realize the importance of having a proper supply of 
aobjects, I have no doubt they will generally coincide 
with my views and declarations. — The second cause of 
opposition is such as we can all appreciate. Nof e of us 
wish to know that the remains of our departed friends 
Iftve been disturbed. This is a sacred sentiment, and 
it should be respected. And for this reason, that we 
may be delivered from fear on this subject, our gover»* 
meat is called upon to make, some legal provision ibr- the 
necessary supply. This is the only thing that can save 
our feelings, and promote the science of medicine. I 
aiippose every person of common sense knows that sub- 
jects must be dissected. Would you employ a person to 
put a watch together wlio bad never seen one taken i 

apart? And can you expect a person to understand 
surgery and medicine without an intimate acquaintaiiee 
with the human body ? 

5. Popular superstitions have greatly injured the 
QSttse of pure religion. — ^That superstition which alk>ws 
any substitute for personal righteousness is very per» 
nicious. The Pharisees considered themsehres holy* be* 
cause they were descendants pf faithful Abraham. They 
also fasted twice a week ; paid tithes of all they possess- 
ed ; made long prayers in public places ; were zealous to 
fain proselytes to their paity, 'and strictly observed al( 
.•acred days and ceremonial observances. At the same 
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time, they neglected the weightier matters of the lew, 
^ justiee, mercy and faithfulQes»; devoured widown' hottseSi 

«Qd were proud, bigoted and self-righteous.— Some 
Roman Catholics perform tedious pilgrimages ; lacerate 
their bodies most inhumanly ; abstain from meats and 
9 drinks on certain days ; pay the priests and the pope finr 
the pardon of their sins, and bequeath their property to 
the church. At the same time, they indulge in false- 
hoods, profanity, intemperance, debauchery, and other 
^ beinous iniquities. — Some Protestants attend punctually 
^pP upon all religious meetings ; subscribe to contradictory 
V articles of belief; compass sea and land to make con- 

rerts to their denomination ; observe all gospel ordi- 
nances, and exhibit great sanctity of outward appearance. 
At the same time, they are fretful, bnktnd and disobliging 
in their families ; censorious in their conversation ; iiii- 
charitable in their judgment ; grasping in their dealings, 
and unhappy in their dispositions. Others pretend to be- 
lieve, either that they are of the number of the elect, and 

k ^ therefore cannot commit iniquity; or that Christ has 

died for the sins of the whole world, and therefore they 
' may continue sinning wjth imponHy ; or that if they ex- 

hibit an outward form of godliness, their hearts may be 
filled with avarice, ambitionV lu^, revenge, and impiety. 
All such substitutes for personal goodness, I clasff to- 
gether. And I pronounce them to be superstitions, be- 
cause they derive no support from reason, experience or 
revelation. A belief in them is exceedingly injurious to 
the cause of piety and holiness ; because it leads people to 

I neglect the one thing needful, a uniformly sol)er, right- 

eons and godly life* God will assuredly render ttnt> 
evsry man accordiiig to his deeds. Be he phaf isee or sad- 
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dttcee, catholic or protestant, orthodos or liberal, elect or 
fionelcct, he can escape the puniahment of no sin/excepi 
by teformatiOD. And no sin is erer remored, no virtue 
is ever given, by miracle. Our iniqaities must be for- 
saken, and our goodness acquired, by our own exer- 
tions, aided by the promised influence of the holy spirit. 
And until we have accomplished both these objects, we 
cannot rationally expect any pure and permanent hap* 
piness. 

That superstition which leads people to believe rn the 
miraculous powers of the devil is also very pernicious in 
its consequences. This belief was retained by some of 
the early reformers, among other heatlien and popish ab- 
surdities. Martin Luiher gravely informs us that his 
Satanic majesty entered his bolted chamber one night, 
stole his hazelnuts, and cracked them on his bed-post, 
to his no small annoyance ; and that he appeared to him 
on another occasion, in the form of Jesus Christ, sus- 
pended on the cross. And he would have us believe 
that the old dragon was leagued with the catholic church, 
and tormented him because he was engaged in reforming 
her abuses. But many persons of the present day are so 
skeptical, as to think his devils were occasioned by no- 
thing worse than good living and the want of proper ex- 
ercise. — In the time of New England witchcraft. Cotton 
Mather took home one of the possessed damsels, to 
learn the ways and works of satan. He discovered,, that 
while her devil would neither permit her to hear his 
prayers nor read the scriptures, he was much pleased to 
have her peruse any quaker publication, and especially 
the episcopalian prayer book ; thus modestly intimating 
that while quakerisni and episcopaiianisra were under 
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Ihfti^Msoml iNHrMiafifif tlw evtIreiMr h* was f^sm^^lli$ 
opposed to oalfiiibHi ; and if he i» a ^eraeiiAge qC 8ii<Mi 
luidoraUodifijf as kib fmndBi jrepreseiU, I am not aurpvia^d 
that he was a liHle abocked at aoaiie of the represeiUmr 
lm3 this sjKlioni givos of ihe ohturaoter and proGeediop 
of the iimv9faal Creator. — Not long since^ a house iq 
llaiae was snid to be haunted. Tho buikling afid furoi^ 
IttRe were ahftkeii, droadAil noiaes were heard, <Usmal 
aigbta were seen, and beav^ blows were received. The 
4seoufmiit of the bouse had lately left a ealrinistic theology 
ioa4 aeminarj^^ He is iion^a SAiUled uiUversalist preaob^r* 
fiinco his ^iitv/ge of seRtiinoals, he hast explained to th« 
peopio the probible eaoses of lihe diatorbance^. A 
^ghboriog fikmijy informed me, that he now copsidorcMl 
It tlie spirit of God, haunting him to fonsake calvj^iani 
iMd deoiare «ioiversai saWMioa. His explanation is j^ 
tai aatisbetory as those of Luthisfi and Mather.^^^ Vj^bo^ 
OFer unde!rstandi» the indtifsnoo of the imaginalioo,! wiU 
find, no dirSQulty in accounting for ihe eccurireac^s in 
oHber ca80.--^Aa anonjimons writer has laiehjt gis^au| 
some iolbrmatiQn on tho intracnlou.s powers of the- devil* 
JB^ adopting a literal interpseta^ion of some figurati^^ 
passages of scriipture, he pretendsito belleife tbe old i^er* 
pent stood on a. high noantai0,and i^ctfOaUy surveyed aiU the 
Uagdoms of thtsi found wdrld. WJiat wondjerfut powen^ 
of vision, to see either through this, sqlid g)obe eight 
thousand miles; or around il twenty five tbousiand I But 
ibis is not all. He toadies that Christ Jesi^ is the verji 
Cody and that his agony in the garden waa cruised b^ % 
fight vfiik oUk boelaebttU WhQ can tell but this pow^^ 
fttl priucQ of darknies» will aomor day or otbev obtain thi^ 
fieaaryt. aikd> take the gov^Aomeui of the universe iota bi§' 



Ovnlitodfl! Batto crown tbe wMe, in the true tpMt 
of the dark ages^ ho woaid have us know that all who do 
not receive his interpretations of scriptare, as infallibiey 
Bre the very advocates and emissaries of satan. Nowi 
ftankly confess that my Maker has not given me a believ* 
ing facnUy sufficiently capacious to receive such enor* 
moas truths. And if a literal moaning is to he given to 
all the figurative parts of scripture, I 'must give up the 
expectation of becoming orthodox in my sentiments.— 
I once resided in a place where there was a very general 
awakening. In a few months I discovered that the 
largest portion of the converts; and especially the most 
xealoos, had fallen from grace, to be great workers of tni* 
qahy. I inquired the oause of so singular an occurrence, 
and was informed by a deacon, that ail such were the 
devil's converts, and th it he usually secured a larger nom- 
ber in revivals of religion than the Lord. — ^Not many 
years ago, a man was suddenly missing from a certain 
town in this commonwealth. The church immediately 
aent one of her members to consult the &r famed fortune 
telling Molly Pitcher. After making the necessary in- 
quiries, she intimated that the absent person had been 
murdered by a family of negroes, and his body sunk in 
the deep waters behind their dwelling! Upon this evi* 
dence, the accused were forthwith imprisoned, and the 
pond raked in vain from shore to shore. A few days 
previous to the trial, the murdered man returned to hia 
friends safe and soui^d ; thus giving the naughty skep* 
ties occasion to say, that theibrtune teller, instead of 
receiviqg from the devil information of distant and future 
events, had actually played the very devil with the super* 
iliiiotts chiiTeh.--^Those eaan^lAl ftfo enough to skoer 
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you thm a belief in the tntiraoiikNifl powers of the dovil it 
8tiil prevalent in the land. And it is very injurioastolfae' 
caose of pure religion, because it leads people to bm 
watching fin the assaults of an outward tempter whev 
they should be disciplining their inward lusts and pu* 
sions ; because it funiisbcs the sianer with a very con« 
venicnt packhor^e for his inicpiities ; because it fills tho 
timid soul with fears of imaginary dangers ; because ft 
keeps alive an eager credulity for every tale of ignorance 
and superstition ; because it gives religious partizans the 
opportunity of accusing their opponents of being under 
Satanic Influence^ and because it turns the thoughts froM 
an ail perfect being who regulates the -minutest events, t» 
a malignatit leader of a hellish host. And when such 
impressions are made upon the minds of children, the 
eTect is most baneful and lasting. A pious mother not 
finding it convenient to attend her little son to rest, tdd 
him to omit his prayers for one night. " Mother," saidr 
the child, *' will the devil ibrgive me if I neglect my 
prayers ? " Resist the devil and he will flee from thee. 

That superstition which leads people • to believe that 
God works miracles at the present day, is likewise very- 
injurious to the cause of religion. This belief is also a 
remnant of popery. In the Roman church, miracles are 
of common occurrence. The priests are able to get them 
dp on almost any emergency. Prince Hobenloe has^ 
lately cured another case of the consumption by hi9 
prayers. Many impositions have doubtless been prac* 
t4ced on the ignorant and credulous Catholics ; but we 
must resort to the influence of the imagination for a satis* 
fectory explanation of Fome of their pretended miracles.*-*- 
The|:reacbers iu some ehriiiiaii denominations, pieteiul 
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to iiispirattoa. Tbeir hearer* really btlkve ik^ tb^ 
thoogttts of therr discounses are intmedUteijr saggested 
tellieir mtHde by the holy spirit. Jf eo, then they indeed 
pTBdaint a new revelatioo. But to me it seems impioa$ 
to attribute sech confused, ianaticai harangues to the 
ibuQilatn of wisdom, and truth, and pority. I am sure I 
ahotdd never mistake them for the dictates of divine in* 
apiratien* ' If you listen to thp experiences which are 
fritted by applicants ibr church membership, you will 
ftnd ilbat inany of them are nothing less than miraculous. 
Mf limite will permit me to record but one case, which 
eccttrred in a late revival. The man went to bed an 
vnconveried siaoer. His body soon began to swell, and 
continoed increasing, until it reached the size of a hogs* 
head. A bright light then filled the chamber, and Christ 
Jesus appeared. The swelling began to subside imme" 
diately, and all settled down in his heart. He arose in 
t!he morning, a regenerated Christian. I am sorry that 
ministers, who know how to aceount for these vain ima^ 
ginatioQs, permit their converts to relate them aa e?i- 
denees of their regeneration. — Some persons believe that 
a chemical change is produced on their hearts by the 
miraoubus influence of the spirit. Their belief is ac^ 
quired by receiving literally, the figurative expressions of 
their preachers. I have conversed with several such 
eharacters. We cannot be too plain and perspicuous in 
our discourses. The expressions frequently used in sei^ 
sons of religious excitement, are liable to the same ob- 
jeetiiML We hear that the Almighty is visiting such a 
' town ; that he is coming this way ; that he hae arrived in 
a certain village ; that he will remain but a few dayy 
Im^^; that he haa been drirea away foy unbelieveni^ 
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uid that h6 caanot be expected again for many years. 
Such language is not only false, but shocking to my 
mind, in the highest degree. Our heavenly Father is 
everywhere present He never leaves nor forsakes his 
children. He is more ready to give his holy spirit, than 
earthly parents to give good gifts to their offspring. He is 
always ready to assist those who assist themselves ; but 
not in a miraculous manner. — Now a belief in modern 
miracles is unsupported by evidence. And it injures the 
cause of truth and righteousness ; because it leads igno- 
rant persons to mistake the suggestions of their own 
hearts for the miraculous operations of the holy spirit ; 
because it encourages sinners to defer attention to the 
duties of religion, in expectation of the special interpo- 
sition of heaven ; because it induces new converts to 
disregard the only scriptural evidence of conversion, a 
sober, righteous and godly life, and enables them to feel 
satisfied with certain impulses, resolutions, and opinions ; 
because it gives encouragement to every illiterate fanatic 
or designing hypocrite to demand the belief of a credu- 
lous community, and because it weakens and destroys 
the foundation of belief in those miracles which were 
wrought for the establishment of revelation. 

We talk much about the march of mind ,* and it cer- 
tainly has moved several steps. We boast greatly of our 
enlightened land ; and in comparison with other nations, 
we are enlightened. We are abundantly favored with 
advantages for mental and moral instruction. We are 
signally blessed with literary and religious privileges. 
But with all our opportunities for information, I fear we 
have some ignorance and superstition remaining. I su£h 
pect it would be no difficult task to bring back the days 
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of persecution and witchcraft in some circles. Let them 
be made to believe, that the devil works miracles, that 
witches exist, and that all who differ from them in opinion 
on religious subjects are under satanic influence. Let 
them be made to believe, that all the religious excite- 
ments and commotions of the present day are occasioned 
by the miraculous effusions of the holy spirit ; and that 
all excited feelings, dreams, visions, and the like, are 
sure indications of the electing grace of the Almighty. 
Let them be made to believe, that it is their duty to hate 
all whom God hates, and that He hates all who will not 
embrace their creeds. Let them believe, that they must 
punish all who depart from the faith of the pilgrims. Let 
these sentiments be reduced to practice, and trials for 
heresy, blasphemy, and witchcraft would once more dis- 
grace the annals of our nation. But, thanks to God, a 
better day has dawned. A spirit of inquiry is abroad. 
Power is in the hands of liberal spirits. And the re- 
maining superstitions of popery are fast following the 
numberless exploded absurdities of the dark ages, into 
the ocean of oblivion. Let us lend a helping hand to 
hasten the downfall of ignorance, error, and sin ; and 
promote the universal reign of knowledge, truth, and 
holiness. . 

lY . What means can we adopt for the banishment of 
popular superstitions ? 

1. \We must first deliver ourselves from their domina- 
tion^ for we are all more or less under their influence. 
When any of the common signs of good or evil fortune 
appear before us, our thoughts involuntarily recur to the 
things supposed to be signified. Sometimes a momentary 
shudder is communicated to the whole system ; occasion- 
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aHy a feeling of unnatural exultation is awakened ; un- 
pleasant sensations are often excited ; and frequently, a 
depression of spirits is produced. And bow can we 
escape from such thraldom 1 \J^j the exercise of ottr 
reason./' We are indeed taught by the ancient proverb, 
tlmt we must not expect to reason out what was never 
reasoned in. Yet such old sayings do not always prove 
correct in this age of discoveries and improvements. 
And I am confident that a proper use of our reasoning 
faculties will enable us to accomplish this undertaking. 
We must convince ourselves that all these things are theJ> 
offspring of ignorance; that they have no foundation in 
reason, philosophy, or religion ; and that they are exceed- 
ingly pernicious in their consequences. When fully per- 
suaded of these truths, we must strive to make our feel- 
ings coincide with the dictates of our understandings. 
And this we can effect by persevering self-discipline. 
Such exertions wi}l eventually deliver us from the incon- 
venience, vexation, and slavery of popular superstitions. 
2. We must also assist our fellow men in the per- 
formance of this great and good work. We often meet 
with those who are firm believers in signs and dreams, in 
fortnne-teHing and witchcraft, in apparitions and ghosts. 
We must endeavor to convince them that no dependence 
whatever can be placed on any of these vanities ; that 
they are all potions, absurdities, and evils. And if we 
cannot produce conviction by sober sense and sound ar- 
gument, I think we shall be justified in this particular 
case, in resorting to ridicule. In one or the other of 
these ways, we may, hope to give a new turn to discourse. 
For much time is now spent, in many a family circle, in 
enumerating th^ various signs, in explaining the different 
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tricks, in relating dreams, and in detailing stories of 
haunted houses, hobgoblins, and devils. In this way, 
the evil is cherished, and transmitted from generation to 
generation. But if we can give an opposite direction to 
conversation ; if we can induce people to reason about 
these things, and inquire into their origin, causes, and 
effects, and investigate the evidence on which they are 
supposed to rest, and adopt rational conclusions, we 
shall be usefully employed. For this course will eventu- 
ally lead to the banishment of popular superstitions. 

3. We must likewise attend to the early education of 
our children. For it is during infancy and childhood 
that our heads are filled with marvellous stories. They 
are told to us by some of those persons to whose care we 
are early entrusted, either to frighten us into obedience, 
or to gratify our thirst for the new and the wonderful, or 
to while away a tedious evening, or to relieve their own 
overflowing imaginations. Tbey sink deep into our con- 
fiding hearts, and leave impressions the most pernicious 
and the most lasting. Could a child be' educated without 
any knowledge of such things, he would never be trou- 
bled with their baneful influence. Our duty is therefore 
plain. If we take the principal care of our children 
ourselves, we should not permit them to learn anything 
of such vanities from our lips ; and our daily conduct 
should evince that they exert no influence on our feel- 
ings, or conduct, or happiness. If any of us employ 
other persons to be with our offspring in early life, we 
must charge them to conceal everything of the kind from 
their knowledge ; and we should regard a disobedience 
of this command as a most heinous offence. After our 
children are of sufficient age to associate with others* we 
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must caution them tcfavoid believing or relating any su- 
perstitious tales, as they would shun known falsehoods. 
If we persevere in this practice, we shall save them from 
the degrading influence of popular superstitions. 

4. We must moreover endeavor to increase the means 
of public education. For you generally find that the 
most enlightened are the most free from superstition, and 
consequently, a high degree of mental cultivation would 
effect a general deliverance. And how can we accom- 
plish this grand object ? Are any satisfied with our pre- 
sent literary advantages? Let us reason with them on 
the value «and importance of knowledge. Let us show 
them, by an appeal to facts, that all our civil, social, do- 
mestic and religious blessings, depend for their very exis- 
tence on the intelligence and virtue of the people. Do 
any complain of the scarcity of money and the want of 
funds 1 Let us show them; by an appeal to facts, that 
more money is annually wasted in all our towns, either 
in extravagant living, dress, furniture and equipage ; or 
in shows, amusements, balls and pleasure parties ; or m 
gaming, dissipation, lottery tickets, military parades, and 
iqpiritous liquors, — ^than is expended for the instruction of 
the rising generation. No. There is no want of funds. 
When there is a will, there is a way. The importance 
8F this subject is not generally understood. Almost eve- 
rything else seems of more consequence than learning 
and wisdom. This will never answer. The world is 
growing wiser. Those who will not employ the requisite 
means, must rest contented with comparative ignorance. 
Let us not be of this unworthy number. If we feel the 
importance of a change in these respects, let us persevere 
in our laudable exertions. Let us leave no objections 
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unanswered, no arguments unused,/io measures untried, 
until we succeed in obtaining the means of giving all our 
children a high degree of education. And whoever shall 
live to see such a result, will behold the almost universal 
banishment of popular superstition. 

5. Finally, we must labor for the diffusion of pure 
and undefiled religion. Let us adhere to the plain teach- 
ings of Jesus. And then we shall believe that there is 
but one seif-existent, undivided, all perfect, all pervading 
spirit ; and that He is truly the merciful, loving, un- 
changeable parent of all his human children, We shall 
believe, that he alone regulates all the events of this 
world which are above our control ; and that all his various 
dispensations originate in wisdom and benevolence. We 
shall believe that Jesus of Nazareth is really the anointed 
Son of God ; and the commissioned and all-sufficient 
Saviour of the world. We shall believe that God made 
us for ever increasing and never ending happiness ; and 
that we can secure this unspeakable favor, only by living 
soberly, righteously, and godly. We shall believe that 
we have no worse enemies than our own sins ; and that 
power is given us to conquer these, even in the present 
existence. We shall believe that it is as much our duty 
to be always happy, as to be always honest ; and that our 
heavenly Father has commissioned no fate, nor chanc* 
nor witches, nor devils, to torment us. If we live up to 
this belief, we shall secure a large share of temporal en- 
joyment, and be prepared for the increasing felicity of the 
spiritual world. And if we produce this state of ^th and 
ractice] in ourselves and all around us, we shall have 
done much for. the banishment of popular superstitions. 
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